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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I in the reply filed on 9/2/2005 is 
acknowledged. Claims 33-38 and 47-50 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b). 

Title 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 1-32, 39-46, and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Farisetal. (U.S. 6,659,861). 

Faris et al. disclose claims : 

1. In a system that includes one or more nodes connected with a central server (100 "Primary 
Server") that receives content including audio and video content from a broadcast source, and 
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wherein the content is delivered to the one or more nodes by feature applications, a method for 

dynamically distributing a feature application across a node ("client machine" 160) and the 

central server (100), the method comprising: 

loading a node application at the node; ("software download" 415) 

selecting the feature application for distribution across the node and the server, wherein the 

feature application comprises a user interface portion and a process portion; (970 "client 

machine 

loading a user interface portion of the feature application at the node by the node application, 
wherein the user interface portion communicates with a process portion of the feature application 
that is loaded on the central server; (GSU-global synchronization unit 175) 
5. making a request, by the user interface portion, to the process portion for data; receiving 
processed data from the process portion; and presenting the processed data at the node. (GSU) 

2. A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the node application: loading additional 

i 

user interface portions of additional feature applications; allocating resources of the node 
between the user interface portions of the feature applications that are loaded on the node, (see 
175 of fig. 8 A and feature applications loaded into GSU node - fig.9) 

3. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein selecting the feature application further comprises 
receiving user input, (remote control device 980) 



4. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein loading a node application further comprises: 
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displaying a preliminary user interface at the node; requesting a current time and a current date 
from the central server; requesting user-independent preferences for the node; requesting an 
initial user interface; and displaying the initial user interface at the node, wherein the feature 
application is launched from the initial user interface. (971) 

5. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein making a request, by the user interface portion, to the 
process portion for data further comprises making a remote procedure call using a protocol 
(980) 

6. A method as defined in claim 5, wherein the protocol is one of COM, DCOM and SOAP, 
(col. 190, lines 21-26) 

7. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein presenting the processed data at the node further 
comprises constructing a user interface using standards provided by the node application. (175) 

8. A method as defined in claim 8, wherein constructing a user interface further comprises: 
creating an XHTML representation of the user interface; generating one or more placeholder 
areas within the XHTML; describing the presentation and layout of the user interface; and using 
a behavior to control creation of dynamic content, (col.22, lines 34-63) 

9. In a system that includes one or more nodes connected with a central server that receives 
content including audio and video content from a broadcast source, and wherein the content is 
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delivered to the one or more nodes by feature applications, a computer program product for 
implementing a method for dynamically distributing a feature application across a node and the 
central server, the computer program product comprising: a computer readable medium having 
computer executable instructions for performing the method, the method comprising: loading a 
node application at the node; selecting the feature application for distribution across the node and 
the server, wherein the feature application comprises a user interface portion and a process 
portion; loading a user interface portion of the feature application at the node by the node 
application, wherein the user interface portion communicates with a process portion of the 
feature application that is loaded on the central server; making a request, by the user interface 
portion, to the process portion for data; receiving processed data from the process portion; and 
presenting the processed data at the node, (claim 9 is similarly rejected as in claim 1) 

10. A computer program product as defined in claim 9, further comprising the node application: 
loading additional user interface portions of additional feature applications; and allocating 
resources of the node between the user interface portions of the feature applications that are 
loaded on the node. (175) 

1 1. A computer program product as defined in claim 9, wherein selecting the feature application 
further comprises receiving user input. (980) 

12. A computer program product as defined in claim 9, wherein loading a node application 
further comprises: displaying a preliminary user interface at the node; requesting a current time 
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and a current date from the central server; requesting user-independent preferences for the node; 
requesting an initial user interface; and displaying the initial user interface at the node, wherein 



the feature application is launched from the init 
applications loaded into GSU node - fig. 9) j 



al user interface, (see 175 of fig. 8 A and feature 



13. A computer program product as defined in claim 9, wherein making a request, by the user 
interface portion, to the process portion for data further comprises making a remote procedure 
call using a protocol. (980) 



14. A computer program product as defined in claim 13, wherein the protocol is one of COM, 
DCOM and SOAP. (col. 190, lines 21-26) 

15. A computer program product as defined in claim 9, wherein presenting the processed data at 
the node further comprises constructing a user interface using standards provided by the node 
application, (primary server 100) 

16. A computer program product as defined in claim 15, wherein constructing a user interface 
further comprises: creating an XHTML representation of the user interface; generating one or 
more placeholder areas within the XHTML; describing the presentation and layout of the user 
interface; and using a behavior to control creation of dynamic content, (col. 22, lines 34-63) 
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17. In a system that includes one or more nodes connected with a central server that receives 
content including audio and video content from a broadcast source, and wherein the content is 
delivered to the one or more nodes by feature applications, a method for dynamically distributing 
a feature application across a node and the central server, the method comprising: receiving a 
request for a node application from the node; sending the node application to the node, wherein 
the node application is retrieved from a remote server over a network if the node application for 
the node is not stored on the central server; receiving a request for the feature application; 
delivering a user interface portion of the feature application to the node, wherein a process 
portion of the feature application is executed on the central server; processing each request from 
the user interface portion by the process portion of the feature application, wherein the process 
portion utilizes resources of the central server to process each request; and providing the user 
interface portion with results of each request, wherein the user interface portion presents the 
results to the user. (Claim 17 is similarly rejected as in claim 1) 

18. A method as defined in claim 17, wherein sending the node application further comprises 
sending an initial user interface to the node, (see 175 of fig. 8 A and feature applications loaded 
into GSU node - fig.9) 

i 

19. A method as defined in claim 17, wherein processing each request from the user interface 
portion further comprises formatting the results of each request using a standard. (Set-Top 
Machine 970) 
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20. A method as defined in claim 17, wherein providing the user interface portion with results of 
each request further comprises delivering the results using a protocol. (FTP;EDI) 

21. A method as defined in claim 20, wherein the protocol is a remote procedure call. (FTP;EDI) 

22. A method as defined in claim 17, wherein processing each request from the user interface 
portion further comprises accessing content stored on the server or on a remote server. (110) 

23. A method as defined in claim 17, further comprising recording content, wherein the content 
comprises a television program that is received over the satellite system or the cable system. 
(180, 950) 

24. A method as defined in claim 17, further comprising implementing the node application on 
the central server such that a user can select the feature application from the central server. (100) 

Claim 25-32, 39-44 and 51 are similarly rejected as in clams is similarly rejected as in claims 1- 
24. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey C. Pwu whose telephone number is 571-272-6798. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:00-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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